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Activity 1   Read two the two primary sources listed below.  You can find links to them on the History website.  Then answer the six questions below.  
Activity 2   Work with a classmate on the second activity.
Please type and print your work.  You should write the conversation Activity 2 with your partner, then copy and paste your conversation into each paper.

ACTIVITY 1
Nixon’s “Silent Majority” Speech
John Kerry’s Testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. What did Nixon believe would be the consequences of immediate U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam?


2. What specific events did Nixon cite to support his arguments against “precipitate troop withdrawl?


3. “What is meant by “Silent Majority”?


4. What did John Kerry believe about the alleged threat that North Vietnam posed to the Unisted States?


5. What did John Kerry believe were the results of Nixon’s policies as spelled out in the 1969 “Silent Majority”speech?


6. What did Nixon mean by “Vietnamization,” and what did Kerry think of this policy?


ACTIVITY 2
Choose a classmate to work with.  Pretend that you are good friends who are 18-year-old U.S. citizens in 1971.  You are both well-educated and aware of major news events (including important political speeches), and you have each given a good deal of thought as to how the U.S. government should handle the Vietnam situation.  You have also both received draft notifications and have been called to active duty in Vietnam.  One of you should pretend that he or she is in favor of the war, and the other should be opposed to it.  Work together to write a conversation they might have when discussing their reactions to being drafted.  This conversation should address 
· What each person thinks about the war
· How each person justifies his or her opinions about the war
Each side should provide specific examples and rationales to support his or her claims either in favor of or against U.S. participation in the war.  Use specific examples from the two documents you read in Activity 1.
